Important message for people currently in research who wish to enter specialty training at ST3 level in future

10 January 2008

If you are currently in research and you are intending to enter specialty training at third year level (ST3) in the future, it is strongly recommended that you make your application within the current 2008 recruitment process.  

Recruitment to the majority of training posts is through local deaneries between 5 January and 16 May 2008. For further information, see Specialty training 2008 section of the MMC website. 

If you are successful in securing a training post in 2008, you can defer your starting date until after you have completed your research.  Researchers can and should apply for, and then defer entry to, specialty training placements, when they have a period of their research still to complete.  For further information on deferred entry, see A Guide to Postgraduate Specialty Training in the UK (The Gold Guide). 

The reason for making your application this year is two fold:
· Firstly, the current arrangements for specialty training in 2008 have created extra training placements at the more senior level in a number of specialties and such expanded opportunities may not be available in future years.  This is because current trainees with a run-through training post will be moving into ST3 posts in the next couple of years and latest workforce projections suggest that fewer ST3 vacancies may be available in 2009.
· Secondly, applications made in 2008 will provide more accurate information on the number of trainees wishing to apply at ST3 level in the near future.  Such information will improve planning and help the MMC England Programme Board’s efforts to maximise the possible opportunities for more senior entry points to specialty training.
